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Maine’s lakes & streams are being invaded!
E a r l y   D e t e c t i o n

is  o u r   b e s t   d e f e n s e
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Maine Volunteer Lake Monitoring Program 

INVASIVE PLANT PATROL 

field methods 

(on the water training)
Hosted by (list all local host groups here)
On (day), (date), from (start time) to (end time)
At (location, with brief directions to location if needed)
The workshop is free.  All are welcome to attend!  
Please see the back of this flyer for a list of things to bring.
IMPORTANT: Pre-registration is required for all workshops.  Please contact the Maine Volunteer Lake Monitoring Program at vlmp@mainevlmp.org or (207) 783-7733 to register, or for more information.  (Sponsor contact info may be added here for taking registrations if desired.)
Maine’s lakes, rivers and streams are increasingly threatened by non-native invasive plants.   Once established in a lake, stream or pond, early detection of an invasive aquatic plant provides the best hope of eradicating the invader.   Trained volunteers play an extremely important role in this effort.   The work is interesting, rewarding and fun!  

This workshop provides on-lake instruction and practice conducting invasive aquatic plant screening surveys.  The course was designed as advanced training for those who have already attended the Introductory IPP workshop, but previous workshop experience is not a prerequisite.  In fact, for those who learn best by doing, this workshop may be the perfect way to begin your training.  Participants must bring their own shallow draft boats, e.g. canoes, kayaks, inflatables.  (Additional boat space may be available upon request.) 
What you will need to bring:
1. Small, shallow-draft boat, e.g. canoe, 2 person kayak, inflatable, lightweight skiff, etc.

2. Two surveyors per boat--one to paddle or steer, and one observer/recorder--are highly recommended.  Two single kayakers surveying in tandem also works fine.  If you have room for a partner in your boat, please let us know.  We do have access to some additional boats if needed.  Please contact us to make arrangements.

3. Lightweight plastic leaf rake for grabbing specimens (a small mesh net may also be useful) 

4. Pencil and clipboard

5. Viewing scope: We have some extra scopes available for participants.  If you have recently applied to become a Certified Patroller, please let us know and we will bring your free scope to the training. 

6. Heavy duty Zip-Lock bags and small cooler or plastic container for storing specimens 

7. Plant identification guide(s); we will have extras on hand just in case.  

8. Permanent marker pens to mark specimen containers 

9. Small white plastic tray for observing specimens (recycled cottage cheese containers work great)

10. Food and water to keep you going throughout the session

We will provide:

1. Field survey data sheets

2. Lake depth map showing survey area sectors

3. Weighted buoys for marking suspicious plants

4. Some extra survey gear: scopes, rakes, etc.

Optional:

1. Weighted measuring tape, or Secchi disk to determine depths.  (We will have some available to be shared.)

2. Hand net for catching fragments.  (Rake can also be used for this purpose.)

3. Anchor

4. Polarized sun glasses (not essential, but very helpful)

5. 5-10 power magnifying glass or hand lens for examining plant specimen structure.  (We will have some lenses for sale at cost.)

6. Extra clothes, bathing suit, snorkeling gear, sunscreen, camera, etc.




Learn how to spot a suspicious plant when you are out on the water.


Gain the skills you need to form your own local early detection effort.











Maine Volunteer Lake Monitoring Program, Maine Department of Environmental Protection, Boater participation in Maine’s Lake and River Protection Sticker Program, Lake Auburn Watershed Protection Commission, Maine Milfoil Initiative, The Ram Island Conservation Fund of the Maine Community Foundation, Portland Water District, Roy A. Hunt Foundation, & donations from individuals, workshop hosts, lake & watershed associations, and businesses











